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only be done by means of direct personal intercourse.
But all his principles were bound up with, and limited
by, his implicit belief in the moral superiority of the
Confucian philosophy over the material civilisation
of the West and his unswerving devotion to the
Empress Dowager, as the def&cto head of the State.

Admitting the existence and force of these prin-
ciples, admitting also that his record, both as diplo-
matist and military organiser, gives proof of concrete
statesmanship and continuity, we are compelled at
the same time to admit that his life's work as states-
man and politician contains no evidence of any
clearly-defined constructive policy. According to
Mr. Michie's judgment, his claim to distinction as
a statesman consists in his having, in his own person
and without a party, stood between the old world
and the new, and devoted his life to working out in
practice a modus vwendi between them. But even
Mr. Michie was compelled to admit that his methods
were generally empirical and opportunist. If this
were the case in his direction of foreign policy, it
was infinitely more so in his conduct of domestic
affairs. His opportunism, always closely modelled
upon that of the Empress Dowager, indicated a very
shrewd grasp of such public opinion as could reach
and influence Palace politics, and he possessed her
shrewd faculty of securing a profitable equilibrium
from the resultant of opposing forces.

Li would have made an admirable party politician.
Unfortunately for him, there was never in his day
scope for eloquent appeal to the worldly wisdom
(or from the political ignorance) of the masses.
Despite Young China's vociferous assertions to the
contrary, there was no ground in the Celestial system